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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 22-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "private information" is considered vague and indefinite since as now 
recited in the claims the term is relative. There is no clear meets and bounds as to what 
is and is not private. The definition of private as "valuations" does not further define the 
term since all financial manipulations involve "valuations". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-26, 28-30, 32-34, 36-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Bansal et al in view of Grey et al in further view of Hogg et al. 

Bansal et al discloses a method for determining risk attitudes for bidders. Auction 
data is analyzed of previously conducted auctions and risk attitudes for bidders is 
determined (para 0148, 0149, 0123). Additional auctions may be conducted (para 
0151). 

Bansal et al does not disclose: 

performing analysis of auction data, the analysis comprising accumulating 
the auction data into sets as a function of auction type, the type defined as being 
utility-dependant (i.e. English) and utility-independent (i.e. Dutch); 

determining private information for the bidders submitted in a utility- 
independent auction; 

conducting further auctions to determine sufficient private information to 
determine risk from utility-dependant auctions; 

a table indicating joint distribution of the private information. 

Grey et al discloses performing analysis of auction data, the analysis comprising 
accumulating the auction data as a function of auction type, the type defined as being 
utility-dependant and utility-independent (para 0053). 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to include 
performing analysis of auction data, the analysis comprising accumulating the auction 
data as a function of auction type, the type defined as being utility-dependant and utility- 
independent because Grey et al teaches the importance of auction parameter analysis 
in the conduct of an auction (para 0008). 

Hogg et al discloses determining private information for the bidders (para 0022), 
conducting further auctions to determine sufficient private information (para 0024), and 
a table (fig 3). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to include 
determining private information for the bidders submitted in a utility-independent auction 
because Hogg et al teaches that important information may be gathered from such 
information in any auction (para 0005). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to include 
conducting further auctions to determine sufficient private information because Hogg et 
al teaches variability in information needed (para 0024). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to include a table 
indicating joint distribution of the private information because Hogg et al discloses 
comparisons for description purposes (para 0022). 
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5. Claims 27, 31, 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bansal et al in view of Grey et al in further view of Hogg et al as 
applied to claims above, and further in view of Takriti et al. 

Claims 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bansal et al in view of Grey et al in further view of Hogg et al and further in view of 
Takriti et al. 

Bansal et al, Grey et al , and Hogg et al do not disclose the techniques/method 
recited in claims 27, 31, 35 and 42 regarding joint distribution. 

Takriti et al discloses statistical estimation technique (col 9, lines 29-67; col 10, 
lines 1-30). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to include joint 
distribution for statistical analytical purposes of a more complete description of the 
analysis. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 6-28-04 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The reference to Bondal et al discloses risk attitude. Regarding "private 
information" the secondary reference was used to disclose this feature. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alain L. Bashore whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1884. The examiner can normally be reached on about 7:00 am to 4:30 pm 
(Monday thru Thursday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1065. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Alain L. Bashore 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3624 



